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President’s Message

“Time marches on” and “time waits
for no one”, are two common sayings here
in Nova Scotia, and are true to their
words. I find
these expres-
sions particu-
larly fitting as I
near the end of
my second year
as president of
The Nova
Scotia Federa-
tion of Anglers and Hunters. There are
so many things needing to be done, and
seemingly so little time to get them done,
that sometimes one has to stop, look down
and see which way the feet are pointing
to know if we are stepping ahead or back-
ward. Sometimes, it doesn’t hurt to take
a step back, regroup, and then move
ahead. You’re in trouble if one foot is
pointing ahead, and one pointing back
because then you are not going anywhere
or doing anything.

Throughout the years, NSFAH has
had both feet firmly on the ground, point-
ing in the same direction, making progress
at improving conditions for wildlife and
habitat, promoting good management of
the renewable resources, and education of
safety and conservation. This is all made
possible through a province-wide support
of volunteers and members of NSFAH
and its 36 affiliated clubs. From hunt-
ing, fishing, trapping clubs, to all terrain
vehicle clubs, to houndsmen and archery
clubs, and everything in between, includ-
ing conservation officers and guides asso-
ciations, the NSFAH represents a com-
plete and comprehensive cross section of
expertise in most all aspects of the out of
doors environment, sports, and recre-
ation, pertaining to wildlife and habitat.
It is from this base of expertise, combined
with factual information from biologists
and sound science, that decisions are made
for managing wildlife resources for future
generations. Often these decisions have
to be communicated and negotiated with
governments for approval or implication,
a responsibility the NSFAH performs on
your behalf.
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Down through the years, NSFAH
has taken on many challenges of that par-
ticular time; fish stocks, pollution, threat-
ened water ways/wetlands, protected ar-
eas, pouching, gun registration, and hunt-
ing and trapping rights just to mention a
few. Some of the challenges have achieved
a resolve, while others are ongoing and
will be for some time, and will continu-
ally be monitored and acted upon as nec-
essary, by the NSFAH on your behalf and
that of wildlife and habitat conservation.
With all that in mind, I believe that cur-
rently the biggest challenge we have now,
is the introduction of youth and partici-
pants into the skill and sport of hunting,
fishing and trapping. Without new en-
trants into these activities, perpetuation
of the sport and ultimately the care and
management of the renewable resources
will deteriorate. It is the hunters, fishers
and trappers that are the “watchdogs” of
the environment and its wildlife. We have
a history of invested resources and inter-
est to ensure perpetuation of wildlife and
habitat for generations to come. For this
to continue, new entrants must be avail-
able to pick up where others leave off.

In today’s changing and high tech so-
ciety, there are many opportunities for
young people, but few of these offer the
skills, challenge and natural environment
of the out-of-doors like hunting, fishing
and trapping. Those of us, still in this
fraternity, need to reach out and encour-
age young people to give it a try, or at
least support programs that offer such op-
portunities. Often, young people or po-
tential participants of the sport, don’t have
a parent, mentor, or means to be intro-
duced to wildlife recreation. Therefore
programs and volunteers must be pro-
moted to attract interests of potential par-
ticipants, and pass on the skills, experi-
ence, and stories that are a natural part of
our heritage. I would agree with those
who say it’s not the same today, “Wild-
life and habitat” has changed, conditions
are different, regulations are complicated,
Continued on page 7.

Woods Wise Outfitters

Monday - Friday 11 am. -7 p.m.

Sat. 9 - 6, (Sun. Sept. 15 - Dec. 25, 11 - 4 p.m.

Avrchery #2375, Highway 325, Oakhill
Hunting RR 7. Bridgewater, B4V 3J5
Camo woods.wise@ns.sympatico.ca
Fishing _

Scopes Mounted (902) 543-7221

Fly Fishing

“‘(Quaﬂih Is Our Nature”




By Tony Rodgers

Fishing is on my mind a little more
frequently these days for a couple of rea-
sons. Mainly because I know spring isn’t
that far away. I already had my fly vest
out trying to determine what files I must
replace from last year. You know those
flies that were ripped from their leader by
monsters of the deep. I guess I should
stop here and catch myself, or this whole
column risks being a piece of fiction.

The ice is still too thick to think
about serious fly fishing, but the time is
always right to get serious and think and
talk about Nova Scotia’s native fish.

It shouldn’t matter what type of fish-
ing tackle you use personally when it
comes to protecting fish habitat and the
individual uniqueness of streams, lakes
and rivers. All anglers, fly fishermen, bait
fishermen or spinning gear, each of us has
a responsibility to the resource. The heri-
tage of these special fishing places should
be as important to anglers as the oppor-
tunity to fish them.

Nova Scotia is contemplating taking
a giant step toward placing more of the
responsibility for the health of fish habi-
tat in the hands of the anglers themselves.
The province is being urged by the In-
land Fisheries Advisory Committee, a
committee whose members come from
provincial volunteer fishing groups, just
like you, to move forward with a request
to place a habitat stamp on all fishing li-
censes to raise money for the resource.

The stamp would have a charge (not
yet determined but somewhere about $2
to $5) and like the Wildlife Habitat
stamp, that’s currently attached to the
hunting license, all the money collected

(SR EHEEEEEEEEEEEEEHEEEE R TR

£ New Ross
Home Hardware
P.O. Box 100

New Ross, N.S. B0OJ 2MO
Fishbing Licenses and Supplies

Ph: (902) 689-2026
Fax: (902) 689-2706

2 EE R EEEE EEEHEE EE R EE N E

I [ [ e e e
T T L e S

will be used to improve the conditions of
fish in Nova Scotia.

Anglers and hunters pay for wildlife
conservation anyway, that’s a fact, and you
have heard me say that many times. Many
other activities that people participate in
require that people pay for the service they
receive. Golfers pay memberships or
green fees so that the condition of their
golf habitat is maintained. Skiers pay lift
tickets in order to have groomed trails as
part of their skiing habitat enhancement.
So this new stamp will be a natural for
us. After all $20.00 for 6 months of fish-
ing compared to $40 for 6 hours of golf,
it’s a no-brainer.

The hunting stamp brings in ap-
proximately $125,000 annually on the
collection of the $2.00 stamp. Can you
imagine what good we could good for
fishing for an extra $5.00. Some people
will complain about the extra cost, and
that is the nature of the beast. But we
don’t live in a province where you have
to buy hunting and angling leases in or-
der to participate either, so this really is
very little.

The fish habitat fund will be estab-
lished in such a way that none of this new
money will go into the general revenue of
the province. A fund board will be set up
that will give weight to the number of
anglers who will be on the board. It’s only
fair that the people who put the money
in the pot should be the ones who decide
how it’s spent. This system has worked
well for the hunters for the past number
of years. So it can work for anglers.

That is just part of the activity around
fish lately. The Atlantic Salmon Federa-
tion and the local Nova Scotia chapter is
again calling on the federal government
to establish a $30 to $50 million endow-
ment fund for the Atlantic salmon in the
whole Atlantic Region.

The idea is that the government
would maintain its capital, but that groups
working with the salmon will have the
interest dollars generated from the endow-
ment to help fund projects.

It’s a simple concept and there is al-
ready such an endowment fund on the
west coast for west coast salmon. The all

party Standing Committee on Fisheries
in parliament has endorsed the idea, it’s
just a matter of Hon. Geoff Regan, the
minister of fisheries, pushing that agenda
item along. Mr. Regan is the minister for
Halifax West, so if you know him, please
promote this idea.

Another fishy subject I would like to
mention here is the introduction of non-
indigenous species of fish into waters
where they do not belong.

Some people have taken it upon
themselves to play God and are introduc-
ing fish species into provincial water
courses that the fish were never in before.
These shortsighted people are transferring
smallmouth bass and chain pickerel in
particular into lakes and rivers near their
own homes to help provide better fishing
opportunity for their greedy selves.

Unfortunately, their fish have never
co-evolved with the existing fish species,
and all hell breaks loose. The more domi-
nate species, the introduced ones, can
handle warmer water and harsher condi-
tions. They end up taking over the sys-
tem and drive the native species out. This
is not what nature intended. It is not re-
versible.

Trout Nova Scotia is sweetening the
pot for people who know of these selfish
asses. They are offering a $5,000.00 re-
ward to anyone able to provide informa-
tion in the conviction of one of these
people. You will note that I have not re-
ferred to these criminals as anglers or fish-
ermen in these past paragraphs, because
they are neither. They are pond scum.

Everybody has a cell phone these days
or at least one cell phone per fishing party.
Lock in the Conservation Officers’ num-
ber 1-800-565-2224 or Crime Stoppers
at 1-800-565-8477. Get a boat number,
car license number, anything that will lead
police to these people illegally dumping
fish. It’s important that we all partici-
pate in reporting poaching and other ille-
gal activity like dumping fish because it is
our resource.

Tony Rodgers, Executive Director
tonyrodgers@eastlink.ca
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Letter To The Editor

Say It Isn’t So Ed!

I have always enjoyed reading the
articles that appear in each edition of
Nova Outdoors. I am a long time mem-
ber of the Nova Scotia Federation of An-
glers and Hunters and a member in good
standing of the Shelburne County Fish
and Game Association. I have instructed
the Atlantic Provinces Hunter Safety
Course for more than twenty years and I
have been an instructor for The Canadian
Firearms Safety Course for the past fif-
teen years. So when I received my Win-
ter 2003/04 copy of the magazine, the title
of Ed Coleman’s article “Tips on Upgrad-
ing Your Firearms License” caught my eye
and I was looking forward to reading the
“tips” Ed was going to share with us. I
was disappointed to read that Ed’s tips
explained how some firearms users could
avoid taking the Canadian Firearms Safety
Course and qualify for a possession and
acquisition license by means of the tele-
phone version of the safety test. Now let
me explain that I personally have no prob-
lem with the telephone version of the test.
I understand that it was designed to pro-
vide a service for some individuals who
may not have an opportunity to actually
take a course at their local community
college. What bothered me about this
article was Ed’s statement, “ ... there’s no
need to apply for a Firearms Safety Course
and spend several evenings in a classroom
being lectured on firearms stuff you don’t
need to know and will never have any use
for.” Ed, what part of firearms safety do
you consider to be unnecessary? And, are

you suggesting that hunters or anyone
who handles firearms “never use” safe
handling procedures! I am certain that
that is not what Ed meant to imply. In
fact, one of Ed’s final “tips” was to: “Con-
centrate on the safety aspect of firearms
use when you study the book.” Yes/ Safety
is the whole point of the course. After
all, it’s called The Canadian Firearms
Safety Course.

It is my own belief that longtime fire-
arms users are likely to have developed
some bad and or dangerous habits over
the years. It can’t hurt to take a course
that focuses on safety to refresh your skills.
Young hunters, just getting started in the
sport, need to hear experienced firearms
users talk about just how careful you have
to be every time you handle a firearm. I
start every course I teach by telling the
class that I am certain there are people in
the room with far more expertise and
knowledge about the workings of the vari-
ous firearms than I have. Iinvite them to
share their experiences with the class as
we work through the course materials. As
a result of this sharing of knowledge I am
constantly learning from the people who
attend these classes and we all have an
opportunity to learn from each other.
Bug, I stress the point that none of us can
afford to be careless when handling fire-
arms and that it is my hope that they will

Nieforth Steel Products Ltd.

Steel Roofing for
Camps and Houses

_Tel: (902) 758-2527

leave the course with a renewed commit-
ment towards firearms safety. I believe
that the Canadian Firearms Safety Course
is working and the emphasis on safety is
making our sport a safer one than it was
twenty years ago. | have had many expe-
rienced hunters and firearms owners,
some of whom stated that they were rather
negative about having to take the course
at the start, express to me their satisfac-
tion with the information they received.
One night a man who had hunted for
many years stated that he had really ben-
efited from the experience and went so
far as to say, “This course should be man-
datory for every hunter every ten years!”
Now that was quite a change in attitude
let me tell you. And where else do young
men and women, just beginning to de-
velop an interest in hunting, have an op-
portunity to sit in a room for three nights
and learn about the sport from those who
have enjoyed it for many years. You are
right Ed, concentrate on safety and learn
the vital four Acts, but not so you can
avoid “sitting in a classroom”, but because
we all want hunting and firearms use to
be the safest sport it can be. &k

Wayne Mullins

¢ Engraving * Embroidery

¢ Promotional Products
6104 Almon St. Halifax
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Random Casts
Match The Hatch For Early Trout

By Don MacLean

Longer days and warming tempera-
tures have many anglers anxiously await-
ing their favourite time of year, the an-
nual mayfly hatch. Wading the shores of
a trout lake on a spring evening while cast-
ing to rising trout is one of my favourite
forms of fishing. It is exciting and chal-
lenging, and, if you are in the right place,
at the right time, with the right fly, very
effective.

Many anglers consider the mayfly to
be our most important trout stream in-
sect. Mayflies belong to the order of in-
sects called Ephemeoptera, from the latin
Ephemero which means short lived, and
ptera, meaning wings. The mayfly life
cycle consists of four stages, egg, nymph,
dun and spinner. Eggs hatch into an un-
derwater form called a nymph. This pe-
riod lasts about a year and is followed by
emergence. When the nymph is fully
developed it swims to the water surface
and hatches into the winged mayfly
known as a dun. The dun rests on the
water surface for a short period of time
drying its wings. This process is the hatch
for which we anxiously await. The duns

are very vulnerable to trout while on the
surface and the right fly can bring excit-
ing action.

Its wings dried, the mayfly flies to
nearby trees or shoreline vegetation to rest
for a period of a few hours to several days.
There it undergoes its final molt to the
spinner stage. While duns are drab in
colour that ranges from pale to black with
shades of tan, grey, cream, green and
brown, the spinner, in contrast, is bright
and shiny, with long tails and clear trans-
parent wings. The spinners fly back to
the water where they mate in the air, lay
their eggs in the water and fall spent to lie
in the surface film where they die.

With over 100 species of mayflies in
North America it is unlikely that anyone
will be able to match the hatch for all of
them. However in every area there are
one or two hatches which are well known
to seasoned anglers. They have names like
the green drake, pale morning dun or light
cahill, but one fly that is effective in imi-
tating most of them, and which most
Nova Scotia anglers wouldn’t be caught
on the water without is the Black Gnat.
The Black Gnat represents a range of
Nova Scotia mayflies and you should
never be without a few in size #12-#18 in
your tin.

The Black Gnat
Hook - Standard dry fly,
size 12-18
Thread - Black
Tail - A few strands of black hackle
Body - Black floss or dubbing
Wing - Mallard Quill
Hackle - Black
So get out to your favourite lake or
stream and “match the hatch”. Tight
lines. X
©2004 Don MacLean

Donald A. MacLean is the Assistant
Director Inland Fisheries Division for
Nova Scotia Department of
Agriculture and Fisheries, Pictou, NS.

President’s Message...
continued from page 4.

and costs increasing. All the more rea-
son, I say, to have more people involved
and educated in outdoor skills. The his-
tory of “the way it was back then” is im-
portant, to learn what was done wrong,
or how “we” affected evolution, so that
presently and for the future, “we” can
protect and manage those resources.

In the last issue of Nova Outdoors, I
mentioned a Youth Hunter Education
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Scholarship, that was developed to address
the issue of youth involvement. Hope-
fully this will be a catalyst for more pro-
gram development and opportunity. The
NSFAH program to provide financial as-
sistance to youth attending a conservation
camp during the summer, has been a long-
standing youth program supported by
wildlife enthusiasts’ financial contribu-
tions. There are a number of ways people
can contribute to youth and new entrants
to wildlife sport and recreation, simply
contact a wildlife club in your area, or the
Nova Scotia Federation of Angler and
Hunters. (information page in back of
this magazine) Keep both your feet point-

ing in the same direction, the right direc-
tion with NSFAH.

On a final note, as you prepare for
the upcoming fishing season, keep “safety
first” as a priority at all times. Check those
safety items of flotation devices, first aid
kits, boats and associated equipment, tak-
ing the time necessary to be safe. When
you are ready to go fishing, consider tak-
ing someone with you that may not have
had the opportunity to try fishing. The
experience, both for them and yourself,
may be the best “catch of the day”. %

Yours in wildlife,

Gary Penney

HI-LINER E

Fishing Gear & Tackle Ltd.

Office: 1-888-737-GEAR e (902) 457-4968
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Email:hiliner@ns.sympatico.ca ® www.hiliner.com
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Ribbons Of Green

Are Forestry Regulations Really
Conserving Eastern Woods,
Waters and Wildlife?

The pace of forest flattening in east-
ern Canada has raised sufficient public
concern to spawn a recent series of pro-

; vincial guide-
lines and regula-
tions. These are
4 supposed to
conserve wild-
life populations
while protecting
watercourses
and water qual-
ity. Some aspects are relatively simple -
such as leaving a forest stand around nest
sites, or managing white-tailed deer win-
tering locations in New Brunswick and
Nova Scotia. Prince Edward Island is tak-
ing baby steps to address its biggest envi-
ronmental problem - spuds, silt and pes-
ticides. Nova Scotia’s new habitat rules
only apply to forestry operations!

As a biologist and forest assessor,
these regulations or guidelines concern me
with their general sanctioning of large-
scale clearcutting in close proximity to
water. Failing to protect water, wildlife
and the environment, they ignore the sci-
ence. Some regulations are more than
deficient - they’re misguided.

Some of the scientific evidence re-
garding the habitats used by a majority of
wildlife populations follows in this article,
with suggestions for improved regulations.
Areas bordering water have been called
greenbelts, buffer strips, special manage-
ment zones and riparian zones. T’ll use
riparian.
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The Importance Of Riparian
Zones

About three-quarters of our wild ani-
mal species either depend upon, or pre-
fer, habitats near water. Brinson et al.
(1981), in a review paper on riparian (near
water) ecosystems, state that the area of
riparian vegetation most heavily used by
wildlife is the zone within 200 metres (660
ft) of a stream or open water. These long,
relatively narrow ribbons along water con-
tribute little area to the total available
habitat, but their wildlife value far out-
weighs their small size.

DiBello (1984) found that 85 per-

cent of the locations of radio-collared fur-
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bearers in Maine occurred within 100 m
(330 ft) of a waterway. Coyotes and bob-
cats frequently move along frozen streams
in winter, when traveling their home
ranges, while red fox and fisher use the
vegetation within 100 m of the waterway
(Stocek, 1994). Red fox use lake edges,
while coyotes frequently avoid them.
Small mammals and birds also travel
through riparian zones in dispersing from
their original or natal habitats.

Migration routes along rivers and
streams are consistently used by birds, bats
and deer. Migrating songbirds probably
use riparian forests disproportionately
because of the abundance of food and
dense cover. Some areas are major rest-
ing places for many north-south migrat-
ing birds, and may contain up to ten times
the number of spring migrants than are
found in adjacent, non-riparian areas.

The microclimate of riparian zones
is different from that of the surrounding
forest. There is generally more shade,
higher humidity, and increased air move-
ment. The increased humidity is impor-
tant to plant growth and tends to make
the habitat more favourable for many
amphibians and some small mammals.
Dense stands of conifers along waterways,
with their milder microclimate, provide
protective cover for tree swallows in cold,
wet springs. Such stands in sheltered river
valleys are commonly selected as deer win-
tering areas in Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick. Riparian zones are also
favourite moose habitat at various times
of the year.

Research by Elliott and others in the
State of Maine has demonstrated that
many forest songbirds require a riparian
zone that is at least 100 metres (330 feet)
wide, on each side of a river or stream,
and with minimum cutting intrusions and
no large scale forest cutting. In Maine,
taking this approach has been calculated
to encompass about 15 percent of the land
base. A few bird species may require a
200 metre (660 ft) wide riparian strip on
both sides of the waterway. Bird use of
riparian habitat is often related to snag
(dead tree) occurrences coupled with plant
species diversity and the vertical stratifi-
cation (varying height) of vegetation.

In Nova Scotia, Bill Freedman of
Dalhousie University and others have
studied changes in bird species associated
with intense disturbances as a result of
forestry operations. Cindy Staicer of

Dalhousie University is currently study-
ing bird use of forest habitats in western
Nova Scotia. As vegetation on a site passes
through successional sequences after a
clearcut, so do trends in wildlife occur-
rence. The edge effect created between a
residual stand (eg. - riparian zone) and a
cutover area, for example, may attract
more edge species of wildlife and reduce
the number of forest interior birds such
as ovenbirds. A 100 metre width on each
side of the waterway is the kind of dis-
tance required to minimize some of these
undesirable impacts. A typical forest
songbird territory is about a hectare (100
m x 100 m) in size, so this width has po-
tential benefits for wildlife.

Based on this kind of evidence, there
should be a minimum 100 metre (330 ft)
riparian zone from bank or shoreline in-
land on each side of a defined waterway.
The closest 30 metres (99 ft) to the water
would constitute a zone where live trees
would protect banks and shorelines, dy-
ing and dead trees will offer cavities, and
fallen trees could evolve naturally. The
70 metre (231 ft) band beyond that zone
could be harvested on a gradual, small-
scale basis. Possible harvest methods in-
clude selection, group selection, strip cuts
at oblique angles, and patch cuts. Har-
vest openings would be designed so as to
maintain the visual barrier (screen effect
that hides wildlife) of the zone, foster new
growth of shade tolerant species, and
maintain soil and air humidity. Distur-
bance in this zone should be minimized
during the breeding season, which is gen-
erally May to August.

Many forested areas are imperfectly
drained. These areas often contain small,
spring-fed pools, seeps or ponds where
frogs and salamanders can lay their eggs
without having them eaten by fish. Hu-
mans build these, but call them woodland
fire ponds. Seeps, small ponds and other
perennially wet sites located in forests that
are scheduled for any form of cutting
should be flagged out of the harvest zone
and categorized as a riparian zone. Occa-
sionally these sites grow excellent trees (like
spruce) on hummocks within the wet area.
With the appropriate equipment, and dur-
ing a dry or frozen time period, it may be
possible to harvest a few of these trees with-
out causing undue drying or destruction
of wetland habitat. This might be planned
and economically accomplished when a
crew is scheduled to conduct a partial har-
vest in nearby riparian zones.



Small brooks, even ones that are less
than 50 cm (20 in) wide, can be tradi-
tional rearing sites for young speckled
(brook) trout. These places often have
sources of cool water, and are too small
to be occupied by larger fish that might
eat the young trout. Even small brooks
that dry up in the summer can host
spawning adult trout after fall rains. Eggs
overwinter in bottom gravels, and hatch
in the spring. Some young-of-the-year
trout will move downstream if drought
sets in later in the summer.

A healthy forest environment can
offset drought conditions. Forest envi-
ronments tend to be moist, whereas large-
scale forest cutting generally leads to
warmer air temperatures and drier soil
conditions. Existing regulations to pro-
tect small watercourses are inadequate in
the face of the large-scale forest removals
that are occurring around them. Bogs and
wet forest areas normally feed their water
into small brooks. Existing three to five
metre (10 -16.5 ft) provincial regulations
may keep machinery out of small brooks,
but do not address the role of wet places
in the forest. Two forest bird species that
nest in these wet areas are the Canada
warbler and Veery. Populations of both
species are declining across North
America. This downturn has been linked
to reductions in their available habitat.

Three to five metre regulations also
do not address the role that small brooks
have in supplying water to larger rivers,
in addition to the specific in-stream habi-
tat needs of young-of-the-year speckled
trout. Riparian zones on brooks that are
too small to warrant a 100 metre wide
“no clearcut” zone, should still have a sub-
stantial buffer from the drying effects of
clearcut operations.

Wet areas and small brooks consid-
ered too small for the 100 metre buffer
should have a “gradual cut” 50 metre (115
ft) riparian zone applied around them. In
the case of a defined channel, like a brook,
this would be 50 metres on each side. The
closest 20 metres (66 ft) to the water
would constitute a zone where live trees
would protect banks and shorelines, dy-
ing and dead trees will offer cavities, and
fallen trees could evolve naturally. The
outside 30 metres (98 ft) would be sub-
ject to the gradual harvest removals al-
ready discussed under the 100 metre ri-
parian zones.

Reducing the riparian forest to a basal
area of 20 m? per hectare, as one regula-
tion suggests, leaves no effective forest
cover along the water. Harvests in ripar-
ian zones should be light enough overall

to maintain riparian dampness and shade
conditions.

Wildlife Travel Corridors

Ecologists have long debated whether
wildlife corridors are just someone’s nice
idea, or if they actually help species. An
extensive study on the effects of wildlife
corridors published in 2002, and based
in the southern United States, offers posi-
tive proof that they encourage the move-
ment of plants and animals across frag-
mented landscapes.

Wildlife Travel Corridors should be
100 metres (330 ft) wide. They will be
considered gradual harvest zones where
regular but minor harvests will maintain
visual obscurity and encourage wind-firm,
shade tolerant forest regeneration. Over
time the entire area could be harvested,
with rotations extended for longer-lived
tree species, and leaving some (mis-
shaped, inaccessible, etc.) standing trees
to die and become deadwood on the
ground. Snags could be removed from
corridors on hilltops if their position
posed a potential fire hazard from light-
ening.

These corridors should be linked to
riparian zones, including wet ground that
has the quiet pools and damp sites that
some old wood and deadwood inhabit-
ants, like frogs and salamanders, need for

breeding.

Weaknesses Of Riparian Zones
And Wildlife Corridors

Leaving thin ribbons of trees across
clearcut landscapes can prove very un-
stable when riparian and travel corridors
are populated by even-aged, shallow-
rooted and/or pioneer trees, on certain soil
types and with topographic exposure to
strong winds. Perhaps the most vulner-
able period occurs when adjacent contigu-
ous forests are clearcut harvested on a large
scale, leaving riparian zones and wildlife
corridors with bared edges for the first
time, and open to blowdown. More
gradual adjacent harvests might help, but
some sites can wind throw with only a
minor opening as a trigger. The challenge
with inherently unstable riparian and
wildlife corridors lies in gradually convert-
ing them to more stable, uneven-aged
stands with a variety of site-suited tree
species.

Riparian zones and wildlife travel
corridors should be joined with the un-
even-aged, shade-tolerant stands and
other special areas set aside to provide
connectivity at a landscape level for wild
animals and plants.

To produce a reasonable facsimile of
natural forest environments within shade-
tolerant stands, inside riparian buffers and
throughout wildlife travel corridors, the
management regime within all these zones
should involve extending the longer-lived
tree species rotation times. This will en-
able long-lived, shade-tolerant species
(like red spruce, hemlock, yellow birch
and sugar maple) to pass through their
natural age classes. Less valuable (e.g.
misshapen) and more inaccessible indi-
vidual trees would be selected for “no-
cut”, over-mature status as potential dead
tree habitat material, and for eventual for-
est nutrient recycling. Poor candidates
for the sawmill can be winners for wild-
life. These older trees will eventually pro-
vide holes for cavity dwellers, and dead
woody material as food for a wide variety
of wild animals and plants, including the
“decomposers” - microscopic bacteria,
fungi, and soil animals that work over
deadwood on the ground, producing es-
sential nutrients for a new forest.

Legacy Trees

The idea of leaving a few trees per
hectare of clearcut on larger clearcuts is
included in some wil