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Complete this form prior to an outdoor adventure and leave it with a responsible person.
YOUR LIFE MAY DEPEND ON IT!  In the event that you do not return from your trip as stated in
this itinerary, it will be given to police and search & rescure organizers.

TRIP ITINERARY Copy compliments of:
Nova Outdoors &

N.S. Federation of Anglers & Hunters

THE TRIP: General Area: Specific Area:
Intended Route In (be specific):
Intended Route Out (be specific):
Destination:
Local landmarks (i.e.. watershed, etc.):
Map Used (name/number):

START: Day of week Date Month Year

RETURN: Day of week Date Month Year

PURPOSE OF TRIP: ❑ Day Hike  ❑ 1/2 Day Hike  ❑ Overnight Hike  ❑ Climbing  ❑ Fishing  ❑ Hunting
❑ Skiing  ❑ Snowmobiling  ❑ Canoeing  ❑ Kayaking  ❑Mushroom Picking   ❑ Other:_____________
_____________________________________________________________________________

TRANSPORTATION USED TO AND FROM THE STARTING/ENDING POINT OF THE TRIP:
Vehicle License No.:_________________Make/Model:__________________Colour:_____________
Owner: ________________________________________________________________________
or Dropped off at starting point by:
Name: __________________________________________ Tel. #: ________________________
Time: Day: Date:____/____/____ Location of pickup: ___________________________________
OTHER RECREATIONAL VEHICLES USED BY THE GROUP: (i.e.. Boats, ATVs, Snowmobiles, etc.)
_____________________________________________________________________________

EQUIPMENT/SUPPLIES TAKEN: (*provide details, i.e.. phone #s, radio frequencies, etc.)
❑ Backpack ❑ Water ❑ Fire starter ❑ First Aid Kit ❑ Flashlight ❑ Avalanche Beacon (PIEPS)
❑ Whistle ❑ Snowshoes ❑ Stove ❑ Skis ❑ Food for how many days?____________ per person
❑ Radio type & frequencies *_______________ ❑ Personal Locator Beacon*___________________
❑ Signalling Devices (be specific)*__________________❑ Extra clothing_____________________
❑ Cellular Phone *________________________❑ Tent (colour)_______________❑ Sun protection
❑ Firearms (be specific)*__________________________________________________________

NOTIFICATION of POLICE and SEARCH & RESCUE: If I/We are not back from this trip by
Date: ___________________________Time: ___________________am / pm NOTIFY THE POLICE!
Signature: ___________________________________Date:______________________________

I/WE WILL NOTIFY THE CONTACT(S) LISTED HERE IF WE DEPART TO A DIFFERENT AREA OR DESTINATION:

NAME 1: 

Address: 

Phone: 

Relationship: 

NAME 2: 

Address: 

Phone: 

Relationship: 
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President’s Message
By Darlene Caldwell

Deer hunt-
ing in 20ºC
weather just
doesn’t seem
right – not natu-
ral!  Global
warming is play-
ing havoc with

our wildlife and their habitat.
It was only five or six years ago that I

was hunting in two feet of snow.  I re-
member one year in particular, it was the
year I got a nice eight-point buck, and
the weather was pitiful.  The snow was
deep, and we weren’t sure if we would be
able to get out of the camp.  The frigid
weather then, is a far cry from what we
have today.

Personally, I do not enjoy this warm
weather for hunting.  My experience is
that the deer don’t move around as much.
Some even believe it affects their time of
rut.

I hope that those of you who were
blessed with the harvesting of a deer this
year remembered our “Hunters For Hun-
ger” program.  We should always be will-
ing to share and help those in need.

Our “Becoming An Outdoor
Woman” (September 29 to October 1)
was another huge success!  A few of the
new classes offered this year were Tasty
Fish, Knots and Sailing.

My daughter Ashley and I attended
the “9th Annual Nature Trust Dinner and
Silent Auction” on October 14.  Justin
Trudeau was the special guest speaker.  It
was at this time that the hunters and trap-
pers of Nova Scotia were recognized for
their contribution of $50,000 towards the
procurement of Shelter Cove.  (The fund-
ing was made available through our $3.00
Habitat Stamp.)  The NSFAH makes up
three of the five board members of the
Nova Scotia Habitat Conservation Fund
Board.

A thank you from my Mom and I to
the DEFAG for a wonderful time at their
forty-fifth anniversary celebration at
Haine’s Lake on October 21.

I spent October 26-29 in Ottawa at-
tending the Canadian Wildlife Federation
Board of Directors fall meeting.  Once
again, truly great people with a lot of heart
and compassion for our Canadian wild-
life and habitat.

I got a chance to take my fourteen
month-old Weimaraner out for a little
bird hunting.  I have to tell you, I really
loved it!  Danny and I have been training
her over the past few months, and we are
really pleased with her performance.  Of
course, she’s still young and needs more
training, but I am really proud of her.  She
loves it, and boy does it ever show!

It’s hard to believe that Christmas is
only a short time away!  Unfortunately
instead of a time for cheer, I find that
some people can’t help but become
frazzled and a little grumpy, especially
while out shopping.  Perhaps you should
remember that the people waiting on you
are stressed too.  Whatever you are feel-
ing, they are feeling it ten-fold.  Remem-
ber, count to ten and watch your blood
pressure.  It’s all good in the end.

In closing, my sincerest wish for you
and yours is a wonderful Christmas shared
with loved ones, and a new year filled with
health and happiness.

When you are out in the midst of all
of the “Holiday Hub-Bub”, why not give
a stranger a smile?  It may very well be
the only sunshine that he/she sees all day.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year! �

Yours in conservation,
K. Darlene Caldwell
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Executive
Director’s Voice

Executive
Director’s Voice

By Tony Rodgers

Before you read any further reach
into your wallet, purse, safety deposit box
or wherever you keep your firearms li-
cense, the federal Possession Acquisition
License (PAL) or if you still have one,
Possession Only License (POL) and look
at the expiry date.  Is it still valid?  Is it
still legal for you to own or possess a fire-
arm?

If it happened once, it happened fifty
times this season that some gun owner,
either on the phone or in person, moaned
and groaned about having to take the re-
quired Canadian Firearms Safety Course.
And the Canadian Firearms Centre didn’t
even have the courtesy to send out a no-
tice to POL holders to remind them to
renew their licenses on or before their
birthday.

Instead of that, the first letter gun
owners received after their birthday (and
expiry date) was a “nasty gram”, stating
there were just so many days to complete
the Canadian Firearms Safety Course, or
else the police would drop by and pick
up their guns!  It seems that the fear of

being a “paper criminal” has remained a
key factor in the objection to this
country’s gun control legislation.

Time will tell if this has had a nega-
tive impact on the sale of hunting licenses
this year; after all, if you can’t legally carry
a firearm then why buy a license?  When
the Conservatives were elected in the last
federal election, a cry went up from the
firearms community.  “Finally, we’ll get
rid of the long gun registry and get back
to some normalcy for hunters and other
firearm users”.

As I’ve said before, “As a hunter we
learn to be patient”.  If you want a nice
buck, or to get rid of the long gun regis-
try, you will just have to be patient and
wait.  When the Tories said they would
get rid of the registry I believed them, and
I’m still sure they were sincere in plan-
ning that action.  But as a minority gov-
ernment, they didn’t have the number of
seats necessary in the House of Commons
to pass legislation on their own.  Which
meant that they needed the support of the
other parties.  Looking for assistance from
the rest of the House, they found what
they needed.

These number are not exact, but they
are close: The NDP 8, the Liberals 18 and
the Bloc 10.  Counting on those num-
bers plus their own, “Bill 21” would pass
and the long gun registry would be gone.

Then the unfortunate event at
Dawson College happened, leaving fami-

lies of victims shocked and casting a black
shadow over Bill 21.  The beginning of
the end for support, or as I believe, the
desire of the Tories to continue their push
for the passage of this bill.  The Bloc
pulled their support entirely and forced a
“party line” vote on their members, where
everyone votes the same.  I don’t think
we’re going to see the return of this bill
during this parliament, for if it was intro-
duced today and a vote taken, the margin
of error would most likely be one.  Mean-
ing that all it would take would be an MP
out sick on the day of the vote to have it
lost, creating quite a challenge to have a
new piece of legislation passed by a mi-
nority government.  Again.

So what happens next?  It could mean
that the Tories need to win a majority in
the next election before the bill can go to
the House.  In the meantime, we must
continue to urge the government to do
what it can to soften the impact on gun
owners, letting them remain as firearm
owners until the legislation can be
changed in the House; simple things like
sending out notices, using the ammuni-
tion in section 117 of the Act to make
tangible changes allowing for firearms
safety, and ridding the fear of becoming a
“paper criminal”. �

tonyrodgers@eastlink.ca

BILL’S CUSTOM GUN SHOP
1697 Melbourne Rd.

Lr. Melbourne, Yarmouth Co.
N.S. B0W 1B0

(902) 742-5926 59
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S.R. RYDER
Investigations

Halifax, Nova Scotia
Phone: 902-477-6789

sbryder@ns.sympatico.ca
59025G
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Official Opposition NDP Critic for Agriculture

John MacDonell
MLA - Hants East

Tel: 1-902-883-7308
Toll Free: 1-888-827-2212

Fax: 1-902-883-7627
Email: john.macdonell@ns.sympatico.ca

P.O. Box 330, 202 Hwy #2, Unit 5,
Enfield, N.S. B2T 1C8

“Corrugated Products For Your Packaging Needs”
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25 Borden Avenue, Dartmouth, NS
Tel: 902-468-5353  Fax: 902-468-7314

Raven Archery
Kentville, Nova Scotia
Ph: (902) 678-2601

Serving Archers Since 1980 59
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Eddie’s Small Engine Repair
5520 Cabot Trail Road, N.E. Margaree, NS

Ph: (902) 248-2283
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ABC MOBILE WASH
P.O. Box 185, Eastern Passage,

N.S.  B3G 1M5

(902) 456-302659
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Letter To The Editor
Dear Editor:

As a wildlife technician with the De-
partment of Natural Resources,
Cumberland West, Parrsboro, I would
like to make a few comments on the
Chignecto Game Sanctuary article writ-
ten by Dave Wilson in your summer pub-
lication.  Particularly on the subject of the
mainland moose, in relation to the forest
management practices which have been
carried out over the years.  Less than 5%
of the entire area has been cut since 1940,
out of a total area of approximately
222,000 ha.  Since the 1980s, 75 percent
of the wood harvested was either dam-
aged or dying as a result of the spruce
budworm outbreak in the 1980s or wind
damage.

If the cutting had not taken place this
would have created a serious fire hazard,
not only to the sanctuary, but to private
lands surrounding it.  Harvesting does af-
fect the moose but mostly in a positive
manner.  Cut-overs combined with spe-
cial management practices and edging ef-
fects from residual forests provides the
necessary food and cover to sustain the
moose.  Probably the average size of the
past harvesting sites are less than 15 ha.
in size, with known moose wintering
yards left as is.

Moose will generally leave an area
where harvesting is actively occurring for
a one to three year period to where there
is less activity.  However, it is a known
fact that when these cut-overs start regen-
erating after a two to three year time

frame, the moose will return due to the
availability of food to them, mainly young
maple, balsam fir, birches, willow clumps
and other herbaceous plants they feed on.

This has been documented by the bi-
ologists, wildlife technicians, and other
forestry personnel by aerial surveys and
ground observations not only at
Chignecto Game Sanctuary, but in other
areas of past harvesting operations within
Cumberland West where moose are re-
corded on a regular basis.  With the ex-
ception of the fall breeding season and the
summer months when the moose move
to cooler areas of hardwood and wetlands,
they are doing quite well for the remain-
der of the year within these past harvested
areas.  I would also like to point out that
the Kelly River watershed area and the
River Hebert watershed area have a spe-
cial management zone, approximately 400
to 500 ha. in size where no harvesting is
planned due to the bio-diversity of these
areas.

When the regeneration of these cut-
overs reach the stage of 8 to 10 metres in
height the moose forage becomes less
available and they will eventually leave
these areas for more available food, but
use the higher and thicker growth for shel-
ter and calving.

Before any planned harvesting takes
place at the Chignecto Game Sanctuary,
careful consideration of all forests, plants,
wildlife and wetlands are fully reviewed
by the Crown Lands forester, technicians
and regional biologist.

In conclusion, I certainly agree with
Mr. Wilson’s statement that Chignecto

Game Sanctuary is more than an area for
flora and fauna, and an area for people to
learn and enjoy, but also to use wisely.

I respect Mr. Wilson’s comments and
concerns and would be available at his dis-
cretion to discuss this subject, or better
yet, visit the sanctuary with him. �

Respectfully Yours,
Stan Corbett
T.F.R., C.F.T.
Dept. of Natural Resources
Cumberland West
Parrsboro

Main Office: 47 Maillard Street,
Membertou,
Nova Scotia

B1S 2P5
Phone: 1-902-567-0336

Fax: 1-902-567-0337
Email: mkeducation@kinu.ns.ca

Sub Office: Micmac Post Office,
Shubenacadie,
Nova Scotia
B0N 1W0

Phone: 1-902-758-1185
Fax: 1-902-758-1184

Email: vera@kinu.ns.ca
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A Walk in the Woods
Be on the look out for
endangered species

“Goals are dreams with a time limit.”
—Melodie Stewart

As the
number of en-
dangered spe-
cies increases in
any area, it of-
ten sadly reflects
the huge impact
that we humans
have on nature.

Here in Nova Scotia we recently officially
added 12 wildlife species to the province’s
endangered species list.  This list is cre-
ated under the provincial Endangered
Species Act and includes both forms of
wildlife - plants and animals.

There is currently provincial and
federal legislation that provides protec-
tion for species at risk.  Nova Scotia’s
Endangered Species Act prohibits activi-
ties that could disturb or destroy threat-
ened or endangered species.  Anyone
found guilty of an offense could be sub-
ject to a large fine and jail time.

The 12 new additions bring the to-
tal to 42 species that have been listed
under the Act.  They have been catego-
rized based on their prominence.  There
are five levels, including:  endangered,
threatened, vulnerable, extirpated and
extinct.

Threatened species are defined as
species that may become endangered un-
less sufficient conservation is taken.  Pre-
viously declared endangered species in-
clude:  mainland moose, boreal felt li-
chen, Atlantic whitefish, Canada lynx,
American marten, water pennywort, Ply-
mouth Gentian, Blanding’s Turtle, Ro-
seate tern, piping plover, harlequin duck,
pink coreopsis, thread-leaved sundew,
and eastern mountain avens.

The fresh water mussel species - the
yellow lamp mussel - has been categorized

as a threatened species.  It is known to
exist in only two Canadian rivers, includ-
ing Sydney River.  The current popula-
tion in these two rivers is considered large
and relatively stable, but limited to small
areas.  The small range and distribution
of this species makes it very susceptible
to pollution and loss or damage to habi-
tat.

The species that are currently classi-
fied as threatened include:  golden crest,
eastern ribbon snake, redroot, tubercled
spikerush and peregrine falcon.

Categorized as vulnerable were three
plant species:  Eastern lilaeopsis, Eastern
white cedar, and prototype quillwort.
Under the Act vulnerable species refers to
a species of special concern due to char-
acteristics that make it particularly sensi-
tive to human activities or natural events.

The Eastern lilaeopsis is a small pe-
rennial herb which reproduces by both
seed and vegetative spreading.  It is found
in Canada in only three locations - three
estuaries in Nova Scotia.  Although the
populations in these few spots are high
and stable, there are inevitable threats to
the survival of the species including fu-
ture shoreline development and degrada-
tion.

Eastern white cedar is uncommon in
Nova Scotia.  Currently there are only 32
native stands that have been located, in
five counties across the province.  The
population is small and fragmented, con-
sisting of stands that appear genetically
different from each other, and the popu-
lations in New Brunswick and PEI where
it is more common.  Most of the known
stands are located on private land with no
formal protection in place.  The ornamen-
tal versions of this species that have been
planted on residential properties are not
covered by the Act.The prototype
quillwort also has a very limited range
which is mostly limited to Canada.  Due
to its very specific habitat requirements,
it has been found in only 12 small un-
connected lakes, 9 of which are in Nova
Scotia.  This species requires nutrient-

poor, cold, spring-fed lakes.  Many things
could negatively affect future populations
of this species, including changes in wa-
ter quality, boating and shoreline devel-
opment.

Other species that have previously
been declared vulnerable include:
Bicknell’s thrush, New Jersey Rush,
Long’s Bulrush, wood turtle, and sweet
pepperbush.

Extirpated species are those that no
longer occur in the wild in Nova Scotia
but may be found elsewhere in the wild.
The recent additions to this list are East-
ern wolf, woodland caribou, and Atlantic
walrus.

According to historic evidence, it
appears that for unknown reasons, the
Eastern wolf was always rare in Nova
Scotia.  There has been no proof uncov-
ered to show that the wolf bred here in
the province but it is thought that it
moved here from New Brunswick.
Wolves were present from the mid 1700s
to the mid 1800s.Before the arrival of
Europeans, woodland caribou were plen-
tiful in Nova Scotia.  Due to intensive
hunting, forest fires and other factors,
their population was approaching extir-
pation in the 1830s.  The last known cari-
bou was shot on Cape Breton in 1921.
Attempts to re-introduce caribou failed
in 1939 and the late 1960s.

The Atlantic walrus was known to
have bred on Sable Island.  Due to hunt-
ing pressure for their oil, they virtually
disappeared from Nova Scotia by the late
1800s.  It is thought that the walrus was
affected by toxic substances accumulated
over time in their organs, overharvesting,
oil spills and other human disturbances.

Listed as extinct species are sea mink,
great auk, Labrador duck, passenger pi-
geon and eelgrass limpet.  Extinct species
no longer exist in the province.The sea
mink became extinct by the early 1900s
before it was officially recognized as a dis-
tinct species.  Little is known about it ex-
cept that it lived along rocky ocean coasts
and offshore islands.  It likely became ex-
tinct due to over-harvesting for the fur
trade.The Labrador Duck is thought toHI-L INER

Office: 1-888-737-GEAR • (902) 457-4968
Fax (902) 457-4990

155 Chain Lake Drive, Suite #9,
Halifax, Nova Scotia  B3S 1B3

Email:hiliner@ns.sympatico.ca • www.hiliner.com
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Fishing Gear & Tackle Ltd.

We Re-Upholster Motorcycle
A.T.V. and Snowmobile seats

41 “A” Ilsley Ave
Dartmouth, N.S.

Ph: 468-8201

3200 Kempt Rd.
Halifax, N.S.
Ph: 455-0494
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Harold’s Myers Towing

Ph (902) 857-9604
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have originated in Labrador.  There were very few confirmed records of them living in
Nova Scotia.  The last living one seen anywhere was in New York in 1878.  The reason
for it becoming extinct are unknown.

The Passenger Pigeon was once a common sight in Nova Scotia and eastern North
America.  Breeding in deciduous forests, this species is reported to be of such abun-
dance that they would darken the sky as they congregated during their migration flights.
Intensive hunting pressures led to the extinction of this unique bird.  They became
extirpated in the 1850s and extinct in the early 1900s.The Great Auk was the largest
and only flightless member of the Auk family.  It nested in large colonies on coastal
islands.  Each nesting pair produced one egg, laid on bare coastal rock, per year.  In
Canada, it lived only in New Brunswick, Newfoundland and Nova Scotia.  The only
evidence in this province was bones found in shell heaps.  The birds were hunted exten-
sively for food and feathers.  The last Great Auk was killed in Iceland in 1844.

The eelgrass limpet was first described in 1831, and reported to live from Labrador
to New York.  It is the first maritime invertebrate known to have become extinct, likely
because of the slime mould Labyrinthula.  The decline of this plant negatively im-
pacted other aspects of the marine ecosystem as well, including large reductions in
migratory waterfowl and loss of commercial scallop fisheries. �

Don Cameron is a Registered Professional Forester

GOW’S
HARDWARE LTD.
“Ask about our Home Card.”

P.H. (902) 543-7121

Eastside Plaza, 450 LaHave
St.  Bridgewater, N.S.

pgow@gowshomehardware.ns.ca
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MARRIOTT’S COVE, RR 1
CHESTER BASIN, NS B0J 1K0

PH: 902-275-3511
FAX: 902-275-5032
www.sealandindustries.com

boats@sealandindustries.com

59041G

Nova Scotia ATVing
ATV manufacturers, dealers, rider

federations and ATV riders are calling
for revisions to the way the Government
of Nova Scotia regulates ATVs.

Legislation that came into effect in
April 2006 has resulted in confusion and
has severely impacted local businesses
and employment.  Without changes
there will be a significant and needless
impact on jobs, economic development
and tourism.  There is little doubt that
these issues will continue to fester, un-
less properly managed.

In order to take a proactive approach
to resolving this situation before it be-
comes more difficult, we are calling on
government to:

• Improve communications, particularly
by clarifying where ATVers can and
can’t ride;

• Ensure enforcement officers provide
consistency in enforcement focused
on educating the public as to changing
rules and enforcement;

• Be flexible to the greatest extent
possible in developing closed courses,
since none currently exist, and those
under fourteen years of age have
nowhere to ride;

• Work towards keeping K trails and the
Annapolis Valley open to ATVing as
was the practice.  An opportunity exists
to incorporate sound environmental
and safety management.  Changes to
the Motor Vehicle Act could
accomplish this goal;

• Provide leadership and assurance that
by providing written permission to use
their property that landowners will
not be open to lawsuits as a result;

• To work with industry, dealers, riding
federations and the public on training,
education and environmental issues in
ATVing before implementation.

In addition, we will continue to ask
for legislative or regulatory changes in
certain areas:

• Landowners are concerned about
potential liability when riders are on
their land which is needlessly restricting
access.  The landowner’s liability
legislation should be changed to create
certainty.

• Prohibiting youth under 14 years of
age to ride age and size appropriate
ATVs on their parents’ private
property goes too far.  Allowing an

enforcement officer to go onto private
property to charge parents for nothing
more than ATVing on their own land
goes against Canadian values and
traditions.

• Current adult riders of ATVs should
be grandfathered under the current
rules.  These individuals should not be
forced to take training.  Training
requirements should reflect the
infrastructure available to provide
training and focus on youth and new
drivers.

• Closed Course rules are too
complicated.  Only those necessary to
provide reasonable safety should
remain, since our experience thus far
shows us that the rules are too
cumbersome to allow this area to get
off the ground and develop.  There are

no closed courses in Nova Scotia, which
means that anyone under 14 operating
an ATV anywhere in Nova Scotia is
doing so illegally.

• A study on tourism and an economic
analysis should be conducted and the
impact of the legislation and rules
should be monitored.

The ATV industry, dealers, rider
federations and ATV riding community
are prepared to work with government
to achieve these attainable solutions at
little, if any cost.  The cost of not react-
ing, however, will be devastating to many
Nova Scotians. �

Canadian All-Terrain Vehicle
Distributors Council  - (CATV)

A Walk In The Woods...
continued from previous page
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Random Casts
Tagging Fish

By Don MacLean

The blue shark had given a short,
but spirited fight, and we soon had it
next to the boat.  The captain lifted it
up on the gunwale where we measured
its length and inserted a tag next to its
dorsal fin before returning it to the wa-
ter.  If caught again, the fish will now
provide valuable information to biolo-

gists managing the fishery.  The history
of tagging fish goes back a long time as
scientists use tags to monitor animal
movements as well as growth rates.

Atlantic salmon are one species
where a lot of information has been gath-
ered by tagging.  When fish which had
been tagged in North America began
showing up in catches from Greenland,
another piece of the puzzle on the move-
ment of these fish was completed.  Bi-
ologists have several types of tags avail-
able to them.  The most popular tag for

trout and salmon is the carlin tag, a small
piece of plastic about a quarter of an inch
long, which contains a number and a re-
turn address.  Another type of tag is the
floy, often referred to as a spaghetti tag
because it resembles a short length of
pasta.

Various dyes have also been used to
mark fish.  Fin clipping is a long term
marking method often used.  Since fish
have fins for a purpose — the paired fins,
the front pectorals and the pelvics in the
back are used for swimming, and the
single anal fin is used in reproduction;
the female inserts it in the redds to check
if it is deep enough – these fins are not
removed.  The fin usually clipped is the
adipose fin, the small fin located on the
back just before the tail.  A paper punch
can also be used to make a hole in a fin,
but it is a short term mark as they quickly
grow over.

Tagging is not limited to trout and
salmon.  Fisheries managers also use tag-
ging to collect information on commer-
cial species such as cod, haddock, and
flounder as well as sharks and tuna.
While traditional tagging methods con-
tinue to be the main technique used,
technology has made some major ad-
vances.  Tuna tags for example now can
be attached to fish which are caught by
commercial fishermen and released.
These tags remain on the fish for a pe-
riod of time, up to several months.

While attached to the fish they col-
lect information on movement, how
deep it swims as well as the water tem-
perature.  Since it is unlikely these fish
may be caught again, the tags eventually
detach and float to the surface and trans-
mit the information they have collected
to a satellite, which in turn sends it to
the lab.  This type of technology doesn’t
come cheap, but with a fish and fishery
as valuable as tuna, spending several
thousand dollars on a tag is a good in-
vestment if it improves management of
the resource.  �

Don MacLean is a Nova Scotia
biologist who writes on sportfishing
topics.  He is the author of Discover
Nova Scotia Sportfishing and his
new book, A Little Thing I Tied
Myself, Stories from Atlantic
Canadian Fly Tiers was published
in the Spring of 2006.
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WITHOUT WETLANDS, 
CAN WE KEEP 
THE TRADITION

ALIVE?

Become a member of DUC now. 
Call us toll-free at 1-866-384-DUCK

or visit www.ducks.ca.

Hunters who are conservationists support Ducks Unlimited
Canada (DUC). Wildlife need Nova Scotia’s wetlands and we
need your help to conserve them. Up to 70 per cent are
already gone in settled areas of Canada. 

Invest in wetlands today, and keep the tradition alive.

With a $35 DUC membership, you’ll
be contributing much-needed dol-
lars to conserve Nova Scotia’s wet-
land habitats. As a DUC member
you’ll receive a one-year member-
ship, subscription to DUC’s quarterly
Conservator magazine, plus two
FREE gifts—a handy sports
caribiner and a waterfowl identifi-
cation guide. Refer to special offer
code N005.

Some of the many standard features include a 22hp
three cylinder Kubota Diesel engine, 4WD with rear
differential lock, three range hydrostatic transmission,
wet disk brakes, power steering, 1100lb capacity dump
box with hydraulics as an option. Many other accessories
are available.

www.centralequip.ns.ca

Ph. 895-2888
32 Lower Truro Road

Please drop by and have a look at this exciting product
from the name you have come to know for quality and
innovation –KUBOTA–

RTV900

59
 –

––
 C

59019-C

Minister Announces Off-Highway Vehicle Advisory
Committee
By Natural Resources/Health
Promotion and Protection

Natural Resources Minister David
Morse has announced the appointment
of an off-highway vehicle ministerial ad-
visory committee, created as part of the
province’s Off-Highway Vehicle Action
Plan.

The committee includes 14 voting
members and five ex-officio members.
Three vacant positions – to represent the
Union of Nova Scotia Municipalities, the
Association of Municipal Administrators
of Nova Scotia and the off-highway ve-
hicle industry – will be filled soon after
the committee meets for the first time.

“I’m extremely thankful that these
Nova Scotians are willing to share their
time and expertise,” Mr. Morse said re-
cently.  “These individuals will provide
advice and guidance as we look to pro-
mote further safety training and trail de-
velopment.  We’ve set out an ambitious
plan, and this committee is key to mak-
ing it happen.”

“We have assembled a group of ex-
perts who will provide leadership and
knowledge on how we can continue to
protect the health and safety of off-high-
way vehicle riders in Nova Scotia,” said
Barry Barnet, Minister of Health Pro-
motion and Protection.  “I join the Min-
ister of Natural Resources in thanking
these individuals for taking the time to
support our work in making off-high-
way vehicle use a safe and fun activity
for all Nova Scotians.”

The committee members include:

• Laurie Cranton, Margaree Centre,
chair

• Glenn Joudrey, Kingston, vice-chair;
• Dave Fraser, Upper Sackville,

representing the ATV Association of
Nova Scotia;

• Jamie Wolverton, Halifax,
representing the Snowmobile
Association of Nova Scotia;

• Peter Doucette, Truro, representing
the NS Off-Road Riders Association;

• James Vance, Cole Harbour,

representing the Nova Scotia Trails
Federation;

• Raymond Plourde, Halifax,
representing the Ecology Action
Centre;

• Mike Howlett, Truro, representing
the Colchester Regional Hospital;

• Paul D’Eon, Stillwater Lake,
representing the safety training;

• David Barrett, Lower Sackville, private
landowner;

• Angela Chisholm, Hubbards,
representing the Tourism Industry
Association of NS;

• Robert Connell, Cambridge,
representing enforcement officers;

• Roger King, Yarmouth, member-at-
large;

• Laura Barkhouse, Lunenburg,
member-at-large. �

Further information on the
committee’s mandate is available on
the website at www.gov.ns.ca/natr/ohv
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How To Avoid Problems With Black Bears
By Department of Natural Resources

For those who choose to reside in a
rural area, increased interaction with wild-
life is bound to occur.  Real black bears
aren’t the cuddly critters portrayed in car-
toons.  They are large, powerful animals
that should be treated with caution and
respect.

Black bears are abundant here and
can be found in most areas of the prov-
ince.  Normally shy, they avoid human
contact, but will venture into settled ar-
eas in search of food when natural food
sources are scarce.  Their quest often re-
sults in property damage and unwanted
encounters with people.  Nearly all prob-
lem bear situations are the result of op-
portunity – the availability of crops, hu-
man food or food waste.

Bears are intelligent and curious.
They are resourceful and persistent when
it comes to locating and acquiring food.
When enticed by the smell of something
to eat, bears will overturn garbage cans,
green carts and bird feeders, break into
buildings or vehicles, and damage crops,
orchards and beehives.  If a bear is suc-
cessful at obtaining food, it will continue
to return, and in the process will become
increasingly less afraid of people.  Reloca-
tion of these ‘spoiled’ bears is seldom

successful as there are few areas in Nova
Scotia where they can be released and not
become someone else’s problem.

Practicing some preventative steps
can reduce the odds of attracting bears
around your house and property, your
campsite or when traveling in the woods.

At Your Rural Home
Store garbage indoors or in metal

bear-proof containers.  On collection day,
put garbage out as close to pick up time
as possible.  If you’re going to miss col-
lection day, take garbage to the disposal
site before you leave.  Never put meat,
fish, bones or seafood shells in the com-
post.  Turn compost often to prevent
odors and hasten decomposition.  Apply
lime to reduce odour.  Keep your green
cart in a shady area away from forest cover.
Put meat or fish scraps in a plastic con-
tainer or bag and store in the freezer until
collection day.  Rinse your cart periodi-
cally.

Keep barbecue grills clean and free
of grease.  The smell of animal fat and
barbecue sauce may attract a hungry bear.
Store the barbecue indoors if possible.  If
pets are fed outside, remove spillage and
leftovers promptly.  Remove bird feeders
once their natural food sources are avail-
able.  If you continue bird feeding, and if Continued on page 15

Black bear, Courtesy of US Fish & Wildlife
Service, National Image Library

Cold Weather Safety Checklist
As the temperature drops, the risk of

illness and injury rises. To protect your-
self and loved ones this winter, Sarah Tat-
tersall, cold weather specialist for 3M
Canada has these tips:

Dress appropriately
Check weather forecasts before head-

ing out — hypothermia and frostbite can
occur quickly, especially among children
and seniors. Layering loose fitting, light-
weight clothing is the best option. Look
for materials with breathable, moisture-
resistant Thinsulate insulation for warmth
without the bulk.

Fight the Flu
Cold and flu germs are easily spread

from the hands. Wash or sanitize your
hands after touching public objects like
handrails or bank machines and after han-

dling money. A hand sanitizer like 3M’s
Avagard D helps eliminate germs that
cause winter viruses.

Repel the elements
Water repellent products like

Scotchgard create a durable water barrier
that repels moisture, snow, dirt and stains
to help keep your clothing and sports gear
drier, cleaner and looking newer longer.
Ideal for winter boots, ski wear, back packs
and more.

Protect your skin
Cold and dry winter weather can

rob your skin of much needed moisture.
Products like Nexcare Skin Crack Care
are easy to apply and designed to improve
the look and feel of dry, itchy and un-
comfortable skin.

Be seen
Blowing snow and ice, combined

with long, dark days substantially reduce
visibility. Innovations like Scotchlite re-
flective material help you to be seen at
dawn, dusk, or night, in all weather con-
ditions. Look for outerwear that incorpo-
rates this reflective material for outdoor
activities like shoveling or even just walk-
ing the dog.

Slow down
This time of year is synonymous with

slipping, tripping and falling. Take your
time getting to your destination to avoid
a spot on the winter injury list. �

News Canada
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Annual Fundraising Banquet Another S
By Tony Rodgers

The Federation would like to thank
the following companies and individuals for
making our first banquet a huge success.

We would like to thank the following:
AIL Canada Insurance
Alberta Fish and Game Association
Alexa McDonough, MP
Big Game Society of Nova Scotia
Bluenose Longbeards
Bill Carpen
Bob Mangott - ACL
Bowhunters Association of NS
Brian Ettinger - Fur Fee
Brian Osgood
Bug - Me - Not
Chef Ray Bear
Dairy Queen - Bayers Lake
Danny & Michelle Turner
Dartmouth Clay Target Club
Dave Greenwood
Delta Waterfowlers - local chapter
Don MacLean
Eastern Woods & Waters
Earl and Sheila Young
Eric Thompson
Fishin Fever
Geoff Regan, MP
Graham McCulloch
Grohman Knives
Halifax Fire & Emergency Service

Halifax Mooseheads Hockey Club
Halifax Regional Search and Rescue
Helly Hanson Canada
Howard Johnson Hotel, Truro
Jamie Muir
JD’s Shooting and Fishing Supplies
Jim Lawley
John and Cindy Kingwell
Keith Caldwell, MLA
Kings County Wildlife Association
Kokomo’s Staff
Lahave Manufacturing & Sales
Mike Crosby
Mike McGlone - Mike’s Fish Shop
National Wild Turkey Federation
Noel Shore Game Protection Association
North Saskatchewan Outfitting Ltd.
Nova Outdoors
Nova Scotia Department of
Fisheries & Aquaculture
Nova Scotia Inland Fisheries
Nova Scotia Department of
Environment & Labour
Nova Scotia Department of
Natural Resources
NDP Caucus
Nova Trophy
Ont. Federation of Anglers & Hunters
Peter James
Peter Stoffer, MP
Privateers Harley-Davidson
Pastaman Wholesale
Queen’s County Fish & Game Association
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er Success

Rainbow Net and Rigging Ltd.
R.W. Sports
Richard Gates
Saskatchewan Wildlife Association
Scotia Fuels Ltd.
Sheldon Ryan
Sherman Hines
Shubenacadie River Runners Ltd.
St. John’s Rod and Gun Club

St. Mary’s River Smokehouses
T.D. Canada Trust - Lacewood
Tammy Wamboldt
Trail Blazer Outdoor Products
Vinal Smith
Wildlife Habitat Canada
Yukon Fish and Game

Photos courtesy of W.J. Woods,
Lightsmith Photography.
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Half Truths Send The Wrong Message
By Tony Nette

As a government employee I strive
to promote true and factual information.
That is at times a challenge – not that
the facts are hard to find but providing
all the relevant details on a subject takes
up space and time, and may bog down
all but the most keen reader or listener.
If the medium is TV or radio, time pro-
vided to fully enlighten the audience is
often not available.  Magazine articles,
on the other hand, are rarely limited by
time.  Although there are space restric-
tions, it is still important to present all
the key factors.  Omitting relative and
key points is an injustice to the audience
and often leads them to form inappro-
priate opinions, which become further
misinterpreted after debating with oth-
ers.

In the following two examples, I am
not saying the authors were deliberately
misleading, but perhaps more time
should have been dedicated to research-
ing the topic before promoting them-
selves as an authority on the subject.
Alternatively, perhaps these authors are
guilty of hearing what they want to hear
and consequently conveying only half
truths.  You be the judge.

1. “Is the Sunday hunting ban de-
fensible in a court of law?”  In this ar-
ticle, Jim Gourlay, Editor in-Chief/Pub-
lisher of Eastern Woods & Waters, paints
government as the bad guy, by stating,
“By restricting hunting and not other
activities, governments are sending a not-
so-subtle message to hunters and non-
hunters alike that there is something
wrong with hunting, that it isn’t as le-
gitimate an activity.” (Vol. 22 No. 5 Page
2)

Though Gourlay alludes to Sunday
hunting being permitted“ … to varying
extents …” in other Canadian jurisdic-
tions listed, he fails to explain the exten-
sive limitations on Sunday hunting in
most of these jurisdictions.  Generally,
the more heavily populated an area, the
less likely hunting on Sunday is permit-
ted.  And unlike Nova Scotia, many
provinces/territories to the west have ex-
tensive areas of very low human settle-
ment where competition for space and
land use is extremely low.

Another point of interest and rel-
evance is Gourlay’s statement that, “Bans
on Sunday hunting treat hunters as sec-
ond-class citizens.”  What Gourlay did
not include in that statement is that the
Nova Scotia Federation of Anglers &
Hunters (formerly the NS Wildlife Fed-
eration) has debated the Sunday hunt-
ing subject on numerous occasions, and
each time has rejected the idea of rec-
ommending the adoption of Sunday
hunting to government.  No doubt many
members would like the opportunity, but
they have taken into consideration the
rest of Nova Scotians and their interest
in having one day a week during the fall
when they can walk in the woods, and
not have to worry about encountering
hunting activities.  Further, many hunt-
ers feel that if they were to push for Sun-
day hunting, the ensuing public debate
may very well result in further loss of op-
portunity.

Nova Scotia’s restriction on Sunday
hunting has been law since 1908.  If in
the future government receives a request
from the Federation
of Anglers & Hunt-
ers to allow Sunday
hunting, we would
review the matter,
including the expe-
riences of other ju-
risdictions, before
making a decision.

2. A n o t h e r
example of an au-
thor presenting a bi-
ased view can be
found in the same
issue of Eastern
Woods & Waters
(page 5).  Here, on
the issue of camp
leases and ATV ac-
cess to the Tobeatic
Wilderness Area, au-
thor Blake Milbury
states that as a result
of a moose study in
the Tobeatic, Tony
Nette (that’s me)“
.found that ATVs
had no influence in
the decline of the
(moose) herd.”

That statement may not be untrue but
it is definitely misleading.  We actually
chose the Tobeatic as a study area be-
cause of its remoteness and that there
would be no OHV related disturbance
or access that would accommodate
poaching.  During the three year study
we saw no evidence of ATV or snowmo-
biles use in the study area.  Motorized
recreational vehicles were simply not a
factor in the area during the study pe-
riod.

I normally wouldn’t respond to par-
tial truths like those outlined in the afore-
mentioned articles.  As part of govern-
ment you do get hardened to the sport
of government bashing.  However, it is
hard at times to sit back and see subject
matter twisted or only partially presented
for the purpose of promoting the opin-
ion of the author. �

Tony Nette is Manager of Wildlife
Resources with the Department of
Natural Resources Wildlife Division
in Kentville, NS.



Nova Outdoors   15Winter 2006/07

Tobeatic Management Plan Released
By Department of Environment and
Labour

Nova Scotia’s Tobeatic Wilderness
Area is now further protected by a com-
prehensive new management plan.

The plan protects the area’s natural,
cultural, and recreational features for fu-
ture generations to use, enjoy and study.
It lays the groundwork for improved part-
nerships and stewardship to help protect
the outstanding qualities of Tobeatic
Wilderness Area.

Tobeatic Wilderness Area is more
than 100,000 hectares of land located just
west of Kejimkujik National Park in the
province’s southwestern interior.  It in-
cludes old growth forests, unique glacial
landforms, and undisturbed wetlands.  It
is home to several species of wildlife, in-
cluding the endangered Nova Scotia
mainland moose and rare coastal plain
flora.  It is also a significant place to the
Mi’kmaw people whose ancestors traveled
in the region thousands of years ago.

“We are pleased that the preservation

of this remarkable example of Nova
Scotia’s natural heritage will be well-
guided by this plan, today and into the
future,” Mark Parent, Minister of Envi-
ronment and Labour, said recently.

The plan was developed with the co-
operation of the Tobeatic Advisory Group
and many Nova Scotians who shared their
comments during two public consulta-
tions.  More than 200 people attended
six regional workshops.  More than 250
written submissions were received.

The 26-member Tobeatic Advisory
Group represented municipalities, indus-
try, government, hunting and angling
groups, and First Nations.

“I would like to thank the Tobeatic
Advisory Group and the many Nova
Scotians who shared comments that were
useful in shaping the Tobeatic manage-
ment plan,” said Mr. Parent.  Tobeatic
Wilderness Area is to be managed as a
unique place for wilderness recreation,
research and study, and protection of na-
ture.  To ensure that protection, vehicle
access in the area will be further limited.

Vehicle use may be considered only for
private land holders, eligible researchers,
and lease holders in the retirement pro-
gram.

Campsite lease holders in the area
will have two options available to them.
They may participate in the current camp-
site lease retirement program.  The pro-
gram provides compensation and an op-
portunity to set up another lease on
Crown land elsewhere.  Or they may
choose to continue to use their existing
structures under a new wilderness camp
license that will be valid for the lifetime
of the license holder.  License holders will
be required to act as stewards of Tobeatic
Wilderness Area.  Access to their wilder-
ness camps by vehicle will not be permit-
ted.  A new guide for planning wilderness
travel in Tobeatic Wilderness Area is now
available.  It includes written information,
photos, and a map.  For more informa-
tion about the guide and the Tobeatic
management plan see the website at
www.gov.ns.ca/enla   �

a bear has been seen in your
neighbourhood, put feeders indoors at
night and clean up spillage.  Pick fruit and
berries growing near your home that may
attract bears.  Even if you don’t want the
fruit, dispose of it before it attracts a bear’s
attention.

At Your Camp or Cottage
Make sure garbage containers have a

secure bear-proof lid and are emptied fre-
quently.  Keep garbage containers away
from dense forest cover.  When leaving
camp take the garbage with you.  Keep
the kitchen clean and well ventilated to
remove cooking odours.  Foods with long-
lasting odours such as fish and bacon,
should be cooked outdoors.  Never dump

food waste or cooking fats near the camp.
Never leave food that may spoil (meat,
bread, fruit etc.) in your camp or cottage
when you’re not staying there.  Periodi-
cally inspect windows, doors, and siding
for signs of rot which can significantly
weaken the structure.

When Hiking and Camping
• Watch for signs of bear activity – tracks,

scat, claw marks, hair on tree bark, or
overturned rocks and logs.

• Avoid areas bears may frequent – berry
patches, rotting animal carcasses and
garbage dumps.

• Make noise as you travel through the
woods – talk, sing, carry a radio, wear a
small bell, or rattle a pebble in an empty
tin can.

• Keep dogs leashed.  If running loose, they
can lead a bear back to you or provoke an
attack.

• Pitch tents in a row rather than a circle.
That way if a bear wanders into your
camp, it will have a clear escape route.

• Store food (and garbage) in your vehicle.
Alternately, place in plastic bags and
suspend the bags at least 4 metres (13 ft.)
high, between trees which are located 100
metres (328 ft.) or more from your camp.

• Cook at least 50 metres (164 ft.) away

from tents.  Wash dishes, storage
containers and tin cans immediately.

• Do not burn food scraps or garbage in
your fire pit.  They seldom burn completely
and may still be an attraction for bears.

• Clothing worn while cooking should be
washed, stored in a vehicle, or placed away
from your tent.

• Never store, cook, or consume food in
your tent.

If You Encounter A Bear
• Stay calm.
• Try to keep up wind from the bear as

you leave the area.
• Speak in a firm authoritative voice and

slowly back away.  Do not look the bear
in the eyes.

• Leave escape routes open for the bear.
If the bear begins to follow you, drop
something - not food - to distract the
bear as you move away.

• Do not make threatening gestures or
sudden moves unless you are being
attacked.

• Never run or climb a tree.  Bears excel
at both activities.

• If a bear attacks you, fight back with
anything and everything you can, and
make a lot of noise.  Do not ‘play dead’.
Use pepper spray if you have it. �

How To Avoid Problems With Black
Bears...
continued from page 11

59032G

Box 549, Station Main
New Glasgow, NS

B2H 5E8
(902) 752-8461
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Jim’s Window & Door Service

110 Dougal Street,
MacAdam’s Lake,
Nova Scotia
B2A 4G9

902.563.6222

NEW ROSS
HOME HARDWARE
P.O. Box 100, New Ross, NS  B0J 2M0

“Ammunition, Hunting Licenses
& Supplies”

Ph: 1-902-689-2026   Fax: 1-902-689-2706
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Groupe Savoie Inc.,
 is a leader in the milling,
manufacturing and

managing of hardwood and
hardwood products in Atlantic Canada and a
supporter of integrated forest management.
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2649 Foxbrook Road, P. O. Box 690
Westville, Nova Scotia  B0K 2A0

Phone:  (902) 396-3960  Fax:  (902) 396-3962
Email:  john.vautour@groupesavoie.com

Gerald Keddy
Member of Parliament
South Shore - St. Margaret’s

Toll Free: 1-888-816-4446
Main Constituency Office

82 Aberdeen Road,
Bridgewater, NS  B4V 2S6

Tel: (902) 527-5655
Fax: (902) 527-5656

keddyg@ns.sympatico.ca

Ottawa Office
Room 704, Justice Building,

Ottawa, ON  K1A 0A6
Tel: (613) 996-0877
Fax: (613) 996-0878
keddyg@parl.gc.ca 59

03
0-

L

Foam Mattresses & Custom Made Covers
Cushions & Custom Cut Foam

59031Z

10 Ilsley Ave. Unit 6, Dartmouth, Nova Scotia
PHONE: (902) 468-6590
www.comfort-foam.com

e-mail: info@comfort-foam.com

“Serving Atlantic Canada”

10 Morris Drive,
Dartmouth, N.S.
B3B 1K8
Ph: 1-902-468-1661
www.humptydumpty.com
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Woods Wise Outfitters
Monday - Friday 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Sat. 9 - 6, (Sun. Sept. 15 - Dec. 25, 11 - 4 p.m.

Archery

Hunting

Camo

Fishing

Scopes Mounted

Fly Fishing

#2375, Highway 325, Oakhill
RR 7. Bridgewater, B4V 3J5

woods.wise@ns.sympatico.ca

(902) 543-7221
“Quality Is Our Nature”

59026-L

WILSON’SWILSON’SWILSON’S
SHOPPING CENTRE LTD.SHOPPING CENTRE LTD.SHOPPING CENTRE LTD.

Visit us on the web
www.wilsonsshoppingcentre.com

BARRINGTON PASSAGE
TEL. 637-2300  TOLL FREE 1-800-668-2300

“A COMMUNITY MINDED RETAILER”
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House of Assembly
Nova Scotia
Government (PC) Caucus

Ron Chisholm, MLA
Guysborough-Sheet Harbour

Guysborough Office:
P.O. Box 184
(Chedabucto Mall)
Guysborough, Nova Scotia
B0H 1N0

Bus: (902) 533-2676
Fax: (902) 533-2677

Sheet Harbour Office:
P.O. Box 255
(Bluewater Building)
Sheet Harbour, Nova Scotia
B0J 3B0

Bus: (902) 885-3180
Fax: (902) 885-3179

Toll Free: 1-866-299-2248   E-mail: ronaldchisholm@ns.aliantzinc.ca
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DOES SOMEONE YOU LOVE HAVE A
DRINKING PROBLEM?

You can see what it’s doing to them, but
can you see what it’s doing to you?

To learn more about the help & hope we
offer to friends & families of problem

drinkers, call us at (902) 466-7077, or
visit our website at

www.freewebs.com/alanonmaritimes/

Comments Invited On Forest Sustainability
Regulations
By Department of Natural Resources

Nova Scotians are invited to com-
ment on proposed changes to forest
sustainability regulations designed to in-
crease the health of private wood lots and
provide more silviculture treatment op-
tions and flexibility.  Silviculture is the
art of producing and tending a forest.

The proposed changes will allow
more silviculture treatments for uneven-
aged stand management and in the hard-
wood management program.  The
amendments will also create an intensive
plantation category with higher stan-
dards and tending requirements.

The proposed changes will allow
buyers, who are registered under the For-
ests Act as owners or operators of wood
mills, or as exporters of harvested trees,
with wood acquisition plans to carry de-
ficiencies in private and industrial silvi-
culture.

Changes to technical standards will:
• increase flexibility in fill planting by

reducing planting requirement to 300
trees per hectare in even and uneven-
aged stands;

• allow competition control treatments
in hardwood stands;

• create an intensive plantation category
with higher standards;

• simplify the technical requirements for
the plantation density control
treatment;

• create a new flexible standard for the
crop tree release category;

• improve standards for selection
management that allows a more flexible
approach to move towards uneven-aged
management for tolerant hardwood and
softwood species.

“These changes are intended to im-
prove long-term sustainability and pro-
vide increased flexibility for conducting
even-aged and uneven-aged silviculture
on Nova Scotia’s private lands,” said
Natural Resources Minister David
Morse.  The regulations are administered
by the Department of Natural Resources’
forestry division.

All Nova Scotians, including
woodlot owners, forestry operators, and
registered buyers responsible for imple-
menting wood acquisition plans, are in-
vited to comment.  Information about

silviculture treatments can be found at the
department’s online woodlot owners
home study program at http://
www.gov.ns.ca/natr/extension/woodlot/ .

The forest sustainability regulations
and a guide to the proposed amendments
are available on the department website
at http://www.gov.ns.ca/natr/forestry/fsr
or by calling 1-902-893-5715.  �

Nova Scotians may send comments in
writing to the Department of Natural
Resources, Forestry Division, P.O. Box
68, Truro, N.S., B2N 5B8;
fax at 1-902-893-6102,
or e-mail:  forestry@gov.ns.ca.
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Once again, Philae Temple is
selling tickets on the Masters
Golf Tournament, Augusta
National.
This huge fundraiser for our
Temple, and with your
assistance it can be most
successful and a great
opportunity for Philae to carry
on our commitment to Shrine
Children and our Shrine
Hospitals.

GRAND PRIZE
Trip for four to the

2007 Masters Golf Tournament
at Augusta National, April 3rd-9th, 2007

Tickets are only $100.00
There are only 2500 tickets available

Call, e-mail or go on-line for order form
Make cheques payable to Philae Shriners

P.O. Box 9050 Sta. “A”
Halifax, NS B3K 5M7
Telephone: (902) 444-3411 (Metro Halifax)

Toll Free: 1-877-777-7975
E-mail: philaeshriners@hfx.eastlink.ca
www.philae-shriners.com

A Sharp Knife is Safer
By Kirk McCormick

Keep your Hunting Knives, Bowie
Knives and Survival Knives sharp!
Sharp Hunting Knives, Bowie Knives
and Survival Knives cut through things
quicker making your cutting tasks less
tiring. Less force is required to make a
cut so the knife is less likely to slip and
cut you. As we talk about knife sharp-
ening here we are talking about heavy
bladed outdoor knives like hunting
Knives, Bowie Knives and Survival
Knives.

A key point in sharpening hunt-
ing knives is to keep the original angle
of the blade. You should be able to get
an idea of the original angle by look-
ing down the length of the blade, at
the cutting edge from the front. The
angle will vary based on what the pur-
pose of the knife is for. Generally
Hunting knives have a blade angle of
15 to 20 degrees. Heavier blades like
those on Bowie Knives and Survival
Knives have blade angles up to 30 de-
grees. Lansky and Timberline make
knife sharpening kits that will help you
maintain the proper angle as you
sharpen.

There are a few choices on how to
sharpen the blades on your hunting
knives. If the blade is still in good con-
dition and just needs to have the edge
touched up you should use a natural
stone like an Arkansas stone. You may
need to start with a course stone and
then finish with a finer grit stone.
People find they get a better edge that
stays sharper longer by using a natural
stone. You can purchase stones that are
to be used dry, or stones that need to
be lubricated with oil or water.

If your hunting knives need some
serious sharpening help, start with a
Diamond sharpening stone. These
stones tend to work on the blade faster.
Then finish sharpening the blades of
your hunting knives with a natural
stone.

A word of caution. Some people
have used a power-driven grinding
wheel to sharpen dull hunting knives.
This can cause excess heat and take the
temper from your blade, making the
blade brittle.

There are two basic styles of sharp-
ening the blades on your hunting
knives.

The first style of sharpening is us-
ing a circular motion. Start by hold-
ing the blade away from you at the
proper angle. Run the blade in a clock-
wise motion on the stone until you
have sharpened that side of the blade.
Turn the blade over and repeat with a
counter clockwise motion. An advan-
tage to this method is the simplicity.
The disadvantage is you have to be
careful not to grind too much off one
side of your blade. This will cause the
cutting edge to be uneven and crooked.

The second style for sharpening
your hunting knives is to use the en-
tire length of the stone and sharpen the
entire length of the blade with each
stroke. Start with the knife blade edge
facing away from you. Place the handle
end of the blade on the end of the
sharpening stone nearest to you. Push
away from you, using the entire length
of the stone and draw the entire blade
across the stone so the tip of the blade
swings off the stone at the far end.
Make sure you keep a uniform pres-
sure on the entire blade and hold the

correct angle. Turn
the blade over and
repeat the process,
pulling the blade
towards you. Make
sure you do an
equal number of
strokes on each side
of the blade. The
advantage to this is
you sharpen your
entire blade at the
same time. The dis-
advantage is some
people have trouble
holding the proper

angle and maintaining a uniform pres-
sure.

How do you tell if your hunting
knives are sharp? Some people want
their hunting knives sharp enough to
shave with. You can VERY CARE-
FULLY run your knife along your arm
to see if it will cut the hair. Watch how
much pressure you put on the knife or
you could end up going to the hospi-
ta l .  We do not recommend this
method. Another method, and the one
I use, is to lightly and gently draw your
thumb across (NOT ALONG) the
blades of your hunting knives. Your
thumb is usually sensitive enough that
you can feel the sharp edge of the
blade. A lot of people disagree with this
method but it has worked for me and
I have yet to cut my thumb. A third
method that has been used for a long
time is to see if the blade cuts paper.
We do not recommend this method.
Paper is basically wood that has been
mashed together in a criss-cross pat-
tern using chemicals and we feel this
is hard on the blade. If you want to
cut paper, use scissors.

Keep your hunting knives, bowie
knives and survival knives sharp all the
time. That way they will be ready to
do the job you bought them for when
the time comes. An added plus of
spending the time at home getting a
quality edge on your hunting knives is
that should you find your blade needs
a touch up in the field this can nor-
mally be accomplished quickly with a
small pocket sharpener. Enjoy your
time outdoors, Stay Safe, and always
return home. �

Copyright 2006 North American
Enterprises, Inc. Mesquite, Nevada
http://www.northamericanknives.com

About The Author
Kirk McCormick - I am the director
of North American Enterprises, Inc a
world wide internet marketing firm. I
have hunted most of my life, and have
about 20 years of law enforcement
experience. For additonal information
you may reach me at
nae@northamericanknives.com

www.articlecity.com
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Books of Interest
Gibson’s Guide to Bird Watching & Conservation

By Merritt Gibson
This in-depth look at the

Maritimes’ most common birds
cover 31 species described by
habitat, nesting habits and more.
Readers also get a sense of the
birding community and the work
being done to preserve and pro-
tect our birds.  This guide is per-
fect for anyone interested in birds
and their behaviour, for experi-
enced birders and amateurs alike.

ISBN:  1-55109-564-5; soft
cover, $24.95, Nimbus Publish-
ing.

Smoking Salmon & Trout

By Jack Whelan
Everything you need to know

from the moment you land a
salmon or trout to the moment
you serve it to your family or
friends.  Step-by-step instructions
with more than 400 illustrations
show you how to clean (fillet),
smoke, freeze, can, and marinate
or pickle, with more than 80 reci-
pes included.  This book is a must
have for anyone interested in cold-
smoking or preserving their own
fish.

ISBN:  1-55017-302-2, soft
cover, Harbour Publishing.

The End of the Line
How overfishing is changing the world and what
we eat

By Charles Clover
Packed with nutrients and

naturally low in fat, fish is the last
animal we can still eat in good
conscience.  Or can we?  In this
vivid, eye-opening book, Clover
argues that our passion for fish is
unsustainable.  Seventy-five per-
cent of the world’s fish stocks are
now fully exploited or over-fished
and the most popular varieties risk
extinction within the next few
decades.  Rather than approach-
ing overfishing as a purely envi-
ronmental issue, Clover takes a
closer look at what’s inside a can

of tuna, a Filet-o-Fish sandwich from McDonald’s, and the menu
of a sushi bar, uncovering secrets that may surprise you.  Most
importantly he explains how consumers and politicians can do
their part to ensure that future generations will enjoy fish as much
as we do.

ISBN:  978-1-59558-109-9, hard cover, $26.95, The New
Press.

Need to Know?
Outdoor Survival

By John ‘Lofty’ Wiseman
When surviving outdoors

you live off the land for all your
basic needs:  food, water, warmth
and shelter.  You may choose to
live like this, perhaps during a
camping trip, or you may find
yourself with no other option -
you may be lost or stranded in a
remote environment.  Survival is
as much a mental attitude as a
matter of physical endurance and
knowledge.  This guide covers
things like what to take with you,
how to navigate and read weather
signs, first aid tips, how to signal
for rescue, how to find water, how to start a fire if you don’t have
matches and much more.  It is full of information and tips to
help you become self-sufficient outdoors and able to deal with
difficulties.

ISBN:  0-00721665-3, soft cover, $19.95, Collins.

Black Bears
A Natural History

By Dave Taylor
Complex and often misun-

derstood, black bears are a natu-
rally shy, reclusive animal.  From
the Canadian tundra to the
swamps of Florida and from the
east coast of the continent to the
west, Dave Taylor has studied all
of North America’s types of bear.
Of the three species of bear on this
continent, black bears are by far
the most numerous and if you
encounter a bear, it will most
likely be a black bear.  Fascinat-
ing creatures, this book is filled
with facts about every nuance of
their existence.  The author strives to give readers a greater un-
derstanding of this species and its habitat so that curiosity and
repect takes the place of fear.

ISBN:  1-55041-849-1, soft cover, $34.95,
Fitzhenry & Whiteside.
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Nova Scotia’s Salmon Enhancement Program
By Alan McNeill

The fall of 2006 ushered in the re-
turn of a familiar species of fish to the
Frasers’ Mills Hatchery in Antigonish
County. Among the ranks of brook trout,
sea trout, brown trout, rainbow trout and
landlocked salmon swam some impres-
sive-sized fish well known to Nova Scotia’s
anglers, but which have not been seen at
the hatchery for a couple of decades. Four
brood tanks containing Atlantic salmon
from four different rivers in Nova Scotia
sit in the middle of the hatchery with
heavy feed bags holding down the covers
to prevent these hearty fish from landing
on the concrete floor. “Make sure they’re
well weighted down” says Darryl
Murrant, Manager of the Hatchery, re-
ferring to the mesh covers on the brood
tanks. Murrant knows from experience
how these fish can jump. A total of 44
adult salmon and grilse were captured
during October from the four rivers which
were selected to initiate the Program:
River Phillip, West River (Pictou), Mabou
River and the St. Francis Harbour River.

How these rivers were selected, the
number of broodstock targeted, the loca-
tions for spawning and raising the fish and
the stage they will be stocked out are all
part of the plan for a new program for

the Inland Fisheries Division of the De-
partment of Fisheries and Aquaculture.
Funding for this program came about in
the fall of 2004, when the Department’s
senior management made a presentation
to Cabinet regarding the state of fresh-
water fishing in Nova Scotia, and in par-
ticular, the declining catches and angling
participation in the Altantic salmon fish-
ery. This decline has been recorded
throughout Atlantic Canada, and Nova
Scotia has been particularly hard hit as
evidenced by the declaration of the Inner
Bay of Fundy stocks of Atlantic salmon
as “endangered” under the Species at Risk
Act. Some populations of salmon from
rivers on the Northumberland Strait are
holding their own, however, many other
Nova Scotia rivers are in dire straits.

While sea run Atlantic salmon are
managed by the Federal Department of
Fisheries and Oceans, the former Provin-
cial Conservative Government under Pre-
mier John Hamm, himself an avid angler,
decided to take matters into Provincial
hands. What developed over the next year
was a plan to assist in the enhancement
of selected Atlantic salmon populations
by negotiating with DFO and our NGO
partners, the Nova Scotia Salmon Asso-
ciation and several of its affiliates, as well
as other watershed organizations.

The objective of the program was
simple: To provide increased angling op-
portunities to angle Atlantic salmon.

Three conditions for candidate rivers were
established 1) there exists (or the program
creates the conditions for) an angling fish-
ery, either catch and release or grilse re-
tention, 2) there is a local volunteer group
(NSSA affiliate, River Association, water-
shed stewardship organization etc.) 3) the
watershed (river) is small enough to make
an impact. With a budget of about
$300,000 for the program, it was recog-
nized it could easily be swallowed up by
one major river system with little chance
of partitioning the benefits of the program
throughout the Province. We also knew
that DFO had current or recent programs
operating in many of the major river sys-
tems in the Province. We wanted to make
sure this program complimented rather
than duplicated any work being done by
the Federal government and its partners.

One River was an easy choice. The
Aquatic Development Association for the
Margaree has operated the salmon hatch-
ery on the Margaree River since it was
divested by the federal government. The
Agriculture and Fisheries Minister at the
time, Chris d’Entremont announced in
2005 that the province would provide
$50,000 per year for five years to help
operate the hatchery which stocks Atlan-
tic salmon in the Margaree River.

To prepare a list of candidate rivers
in other parts of the province, we looked

Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture staff and volunteers from the Mulgrave and Area Lakes
Enhancement Project collectbroodstock from St. Francis Harbour River in Guysborough County.

Danny Ripley of the Cumberland County River
Enhancement Association, holds up a 20 pound
plus female salmon.

Biologist Tara Marshall holds a male salmon
from RiverPhillip.

Continued on next page
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at all the Atlantic salmon rivers in each
Salmon Fishing Area ( the DFO man-
agement zones) with the exception of
Area 22 which includes the endangered
Inner Bay of Fundy stocks. Factors such
as the status of the fishery (open, closed,
catch and release only), presence of an
active volunteer group, and of course
the physical attributes of the river such
as pH, summer temperatures, presence
of competitors, dams or other obstruc-
tions, juvenile habitat etc. were consid-
ered. Fifteen candidates were presented
to the NSSA and DFO for discussion
and the list was further whittled down
for logistical reasons, some slated for a
start date sometime after 2006.

Six Rivers were eventually settled
on, including the Mushamush River
and the Sackville River in addition to
those previously mentioned.
Broodstock were not collected from the
Mushamush in 2006, as there were
salmon parr on hand at the Mersey
hatchery which were stocked in the river
in October. An additional 12,000 more
of these fish will be stocked in the
Mushamush as smolt in the spring of
2007. The Sackville River was selected
by DFO for an enhancement program,
and was a last minute “cut” from the
program leaving four rivers from which
to collect brood stock in 2006.

The number of male and female
brood fish was calculated by first quan-
tifying the rearing habitat we wished to
enhance, and then applying the known
production capacity for the river when
operating at carrying capacity. Once we
know the number of fry, parr or smolt
we need, we can calculate the number
of eggs required. By knowing the aver-
age size of females in the population,
and the number of eggs per pound of
female, we can set a target number of
broodstock – male and female to cap-
ture. Two tributaries of River Philip had
in 2005 been opened to juvenile salmon
production for the first time in decades,
by the removal of a dam and an impass-

able water fall. For these streams we
hope to “jump start” the salmon popu-
lation for a few years and then let
mother nature take over. Other rivers
show potential to produce more salmon,
but need some help.

With a plan in hand, and the crew
and equipment on standby, we waited
for the fall rains to bring the salmon into
the rivers. It didn’t take long. Using a
trap net in St. Francis Harbour River,
and seine nets elsewhere, our crew of
staff from the hatchery, Pictou office,
field offices, and of course hard work-
ing volunteers, were able to meet almost
all broodstock targets. We came up a
couple of fish short in the Mabou River,
but will hit that one first next year.

Most of the fish were transported
back to Frasers’ Mills Hatchery where
they were held until ripe, then pair-wise
mated with the eggs from each pair in
separate trays. Salmon from St. Francis
Harbour River were brought to the sat-
ell ite hatchery operated by Bob
MacDonald of the Mulgrave and Area
Lakes Enhancement Project, where they
were kept before transferring to Frasers

Mills. A total of 130,000 eggs were pro-
duced.

The Department would especially
like to thank Danny Ripley, Bob
MacDonald, Mike Nicholson, Geoff
Niche, Bill Cardiff and many others
who came out in the rain to help us out.
We quickly realized that we could not
have done half of the work without their
assistance.

In the next issue of Nova Outdoors,
Hatchery Manager Darryl Murrant will
describe the upgrades made to the fa-
cility in the summer of 2006 to accom-
modate salmon, and provide an update
on the program. �

Alan McNeill is the Manager of
Sportfish Extension.

Divers from the Dept. of Fisheries and Aquaculture deploy a seine net to capture salmon
broodstock.  (Photos courtesy of Alan McNeill)
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Nova Scotia’s Salmon Enhancement
Program...
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Nova Scotia Federation of Anglers and Hunters ORDER FORM

If you have       order by phone (902) 477-8898.Mon.-Fri. 8am-4pm

RECEIVED

SHIPPED

office use onlyMr. Mrs.  Ms.  Miss.

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY PROVINCE POSTAL CODE

EMAIL

Please allow
4 to 6 weeks
for delivery

Print clearly.
Please indicate
any changes to

name or address

MERCHANDISE (Please print clearly)

QUANTITY  CODE  DESCRIPTION EACH  TOTAL

$4.00Please add $4.00 for handling to all merchandise ordersFOR MEMBERSHIP
You will receive a:
• NSFAH Membership Card
• Nova Outdoors®
• NSFAH Recognition Item

Auto & Home
Insurance Discounts

Family includes husband, wife,
and all children under 18 years
of age.  Names & ages of all
family members must be
included on an attached sheet.

MEMBERSHIPS NEW RENEWAL

QUANTITY DESCRIPTION EACH TOTAL
Individual Membership

Contributing Membership

Supporting Membership

Family Membership

$20.00

$50.00

$75.00

$30.00

Add $4.00 for each membership outside Canada

HELP LINE FOR NSFAH SAY “YES”

Additional donation for wildlife conservation *

TOTAL

CAN YOU HELP? The NSFAH is always looking for
volunteers to help with its projects.  Work on wildlife
or environmental committees or just to stuff and
address envelopes.  We need all types of workers.
Just say “YES” on the order form.  Thanks.

* Please check box if you require a tax receipt for donations over and above $20.00 membership cost
Please make cheque or money order payable to and send to:

NOVA SCOTIA FEDERATION OF ANGLERS AND HUNTERS
P.O. Box 654, Halifax, NS  B3J 2T3

NSFAH Guarantee  All our merchandise is guaranteed to give you
100% satisfaction.  If for any reason you are not completely satisfied
with your purchase, just return it to us within 30 days of receipt.  We
will replace or exchange the merchandise, refund your purchase price,
or credit your charge card.

Phone Orders  Credit card holders may order memberships and
merchandise and make donations by calling 1-902-477-8898 between
10 am and 3 pm - Monday to Friday.  To ensure accuracy and
convenience please have your Visa or Mastercard handy as well as
your completed order form.  Please note that this telephone number is
for placing orders only and that we do not accept collect calls.

Returns and Exchanges  If you wish to return or exchange any
merchandise:  1-Package item securely.  2-Include the packing slip that
accommodated your order, if available.  3-Write a short note explaining
why you are returning your purchase and what you wish in exchange.
We will make every effort to handle your exchange as quickly as
possible.  Please remember, however, that it takes time for us to
receive your goods, process your request, and ship you package back
to you.

PAYMENT METHOD

TOTAL AMOUNT

CHEQUE OR MONEY ORDER

$

EXPIRY DATE

signatureX
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FOLD THIS FLAP IN FIRST (A)

fold here☞
NO ENVELOPE IS REQUIRED

fold here☞
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• Entrants must be 16 years or older to enter.
• Open to Nova Scotia residents only.
• Entry forms are to be completely filled out in ink or typed.
• The licensee is subject to the laws respecting hunting and fishing in the same manner as with any hunting or fishing

license.
• This license is not transferrable, and may be cancelled, suspended, or forfeited in accordance with the law.
• Incomplete, illegible, or improperly filled out entries will not be accepted, and entrants will not be notified or have fees

refunded.
• All entries must be postmarked no later than November 30, 2007.  Entries postmarked after November 30 will be

included in the next years draw.
• All entry fees are non-refundable - do not send cash. Draw date:  Dec. 15, 2007

15th ANNUAL

That’s right, you could hunt and fish from Sydney to Yarmouth, from Amherst to Canso - all over
the province, every year for the rest of your life. And, best of all, you’d never have to buy another
***Deer, **Fishing or *Small Game hunting license.

Announcing the 15th annual - “THE LICENSE OF A LIFETIME LOTTERY” from the Nova Scotia
Federation of Anglers and Hunters. Every year we’ll be awarding (2) lifetime licenses to 2 lucky
applicants.  It’s easy to enter, just complete the attached form below, and mail it along with your
entry fee. You will receive a receipt in the mail.Tickets are $2.00 each, or 3 for $5.00. Enter as
often as you like.

“THE LICENSE OF A LIFETIME LOTTERY” is back
The New Super License includes
Fishing & Small Game Hunting

A $2 Ticket Could Win You The

**Fishing - Not including Salmon *Small Game - not including Migratory Birds
***Presently only the Deer License is co-sponsored by the Department of Natural Resources

Name:

Address:

City/Town:

Postal Code: Phone:

You may play by using your - ❑ Master Card    ❑ Visa

√ CHECK ONE
One Entry $2.00 ❑

3 Entries $5.00 ❑
6 Entries $10.00 ❑

12 Entries $20.00 ❑
Other $________ ❑

Card Number  Expiry Date Signature
Make cheques or money orders payable to:

Nova Scotia Federation of Anglers and Hunters, P.O. Box 654, Halifax, N.S.  B3J 2T3
Additional applications are available from all district offices of the Dept. of Natural Resources, the NSFAH,

and most sporting good locations throughout Nova Scotia.

ENTRY FORM

RULES

YOU could spend the rest
of your life hunting and fishing all over Nova Scotia

FREE
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To order
please use order form on

Page 21

Ball Caps
Available

Green Corduroy Ball Cap with Crest
$15.00

NEW!

Mossy Oak Camo with Crest
$20.00

Ball Caps
Available


